
Happy New Year & I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and/or holiday season!! 

My goal as Mayor of Orono is to maintain and enhance the quality of life for all Orono residents. Iôm happy to 

report that Orono continues to thrive and Orono offers an excellent quality of life with a positive, friendly envi-

ronment for residents. Thanks goes out to the efforts of many, including but not limited to our great Orono City 

Council, Orono staff, Orono Police Department, Long Lake Fire Department, Orono Public Works, Orono Plan-

ning Commission members, Orono Park Commission Members, community leaders, and most importantly, our 

Orono residents. 

Orono is a unique rural suburban haven with an excellent school system, friendly neighborhoods, proven com-

munity safety, rich cultural experiences, great lake chains and our many beautiful parks of which we are al-

ways looking to improve and add new features to for our residents. 

2022 has brought us many successful accomplishments that include: 15+ roads getting done, the completion 

of 2 new bridges, the design and approval for a new Public Works facility; which will take our city into the 23rd 

century, the completion of a master plan for Bederwood Park; as well as the addition of itôs new soccer/

lacrosse field, the formation of the Orono Fire Department, the best bond rating you can have (AAA), the 4th 

lowest tax rate in Hennepin County, and many more great accomplishments. With the demographics of our 

community changing all the time, we at the Orono City Council have made it a priority to help our community 

be able to stay in their homes as long as possible, and by adapting our codes to reflect family members 

(whether old or young) to be able to stay on their property as circumstances change. We have also made the 

process for getting permits and/or variances (if needed and/or practical) as smooth as possible.  

We approved our budget for 2023. Orono is the 4th lowest taxed city in Hennepin County (out of 45) and lower 

by 10%-100% against the surrounding communities. We have done all of this, and fully funded our roads, wa-

ter, sewer, Parks, Police, Fire to name a few. Keeping Orono the best funded city around by far!!!! 

2023 will bring more roads getting re-done (Eastern part of Fox) and the groundbreaking in the spring for the 

new Orono Public Works Facility (grading & demolition has already begun). The staff at the City of Orono is 

always ready to help residents figure out the nuances of the Orono codes for their property anytime, and no 

question is to hard or complicated to get an answer for. 

The pace of home remodeling and new home construction in Orono has never seemed to slow down in the 

face of higher construction costs and higher interest rates. Due to all the activity we have in Orono it is never 

out of the ordinary to answer questions about what is going on in your neighborhood. 

Social media is a great way to connect but may not be the best way to get information on what is actually hap-

pening at the City. If you do have concerns or questions feel free to call the City staff or a City Council      

Member, as we would be able to point you in the direction of exactly where the facts are located or be able to 

tell you about the facts directly. This always helps to get rid of conjecture or partial fact exploitation. 

If you feel the need to discuss any City issues, I am always open for the    

opportunity to chat, have coffee, text, email or house visit. It is always gratifying 

to help work through any issues or problems to their conclusion. We will get a 

lot of work accomplished for the Citizens and I am always available. My motto 

is Citizens 1st and that will never change.  

I wish everyone a great and prosperous 2023 for all!! 
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Scan for Orono Winter  

Maintenance Priorities Map  

  

ORONO CITY COUNCIL CHANGES FOR 2023 

 

CONTACT US  

 

Administration  

952-249-4600 

 

Planning, Zoning & Building  

952-249-4620 

 

Police Department  

952-249-4700 

 

24 Hour/Non -Emergency  

952-258-5321 

 

Emergency  

911 

 

Public Works & Parks  

952-249-4686 

 

Utility Billing  

952-249-4604 

 

Orono Golf Course  

952-473-1909 

 

Orono Website 

https://www.ci.orono.mn.us 

 

 

 

WHEN DOES MY STREET GET PLOWED? 
Arterials/ Collectors:  

0-4 hours Target Regain Time 

These are high volume high speed 

routes, which connect  

major sections of the city.  They 

provide access for  

emergency fire, police, and medi-

cal services though out  

the city.  

 

Residential Streets:  

4-8 hours Target Regain Time 

These are low volume low speed 

residential streets  

including cul-de-sacs used by 

mainly by local residents  

only. 

 

 

Parking Lots and Alleys:  

8-10 hours Target Regain Time 

City owned parking lots including: 

City Hall, Police  

department, Public Works, Na-

varre Municipal Lot,  

Crystal Bay Post Office and the 

parking lots of the  

City Parks.  

 
Sidewalks and Trails:  

10-12 hours Target Regain Time 

  

Designated Trails and Side-

walks:   

Sidewalks adjacent to  

municipal property 

 

 

Sign up for notifications about 

public works, streets, watermain 

breaks, city projects and much 

more by visiting: https://

www.ci.orono.mn.us/list.aspx  
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ORONO COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

January 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31         

Mon. Jan 1 - Offices Closed - Official Holiday  

Tue. Jan 3 - Park Commission Work Session 

Mon. Jan 9 - City Council Work Session & Regular Meeting 

Tue. Jan 10 - Golf Course Park Enhancement Open House 

Wed. Jan 11 -  Fox Street Reconstruction Open House 

Mon. Jan 16 - Offices Closed - Official Holiday 

Tue. Jan 17 - Planning Commission Meeting 

Mon. Jan 23 - City Council Work Session & Regular Meeting 

Tue. Jan 24 - Golf Course Park Enhancement Open House 



CITY OF ORONO 2023 ANNUAL BUDGET 
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 Orono City Council presented past citizen Gary Marquardt with the Orono 

Good Citizen Award at their November 14th City Council Meeting. 

 

Council Member Richard F. Crosby II nominated former Orono Citizen Gary 

Marquardt for Orono's first Good Citizen Award.  The City Council voted 

unanimously to approve Marquardt's nomination.  We recognize Marquardt for 

the service he provides through performing "Taps" at Veteran funerals and 

grave sites throughout the area.  

 

Thank you Gary for your Good Citizenship and respect you show for our Vet-
erans and Community!  

ORONO GOOD CITIZEN AWARD 

On December 12th the City Council adopted the 2023 Tax Levy and Budgets.  Below is a brief summary. 

Additional information can be found on the city website.  

 

General Fund Budget. The 2023 expenditure budget is $10,993,270 which is an increase of $1,011,392 

(10.2%) over the 2022 budget.  The increase are predominantly from inflationary impacts to Personal Ser-

vices (Wages and Benefits), Professional services (Fire and Assessing), Utilities (gas/electric) and city services 

(brush site disposal),  

 

General Fund Revenues.  For revenues, the General Fund budget also totals $10,993,270 and is increasing 

by $1,017,674 (10.2%). The General Fund property tax levy is increasing by $650,904 (13.0%) and covers two-

thirds of the increase. The remaining third of the revenue increase is from non-tax sources. The bulk of the 

non-tax revenue   increase is for contracted services to neighboring cities which are increasing by $208,100.  

 

Tax Levy . The approved 2023 Tax Levy is $8,387,000, an increase of $1,442,220 from the 2022 tax levy. 

The tax rate is projected to decrease from 16.8% to 16.5%. The breakdown of the tax Levy is as follows. 

Scan for Orono Budget  

information Page 
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Component Amount Purpose 

General Fund - Operating $ 5,641,000 
Funds basic government services: Police, Fire, Street 

Maintenance, Building Inspections, and Zoning. 

Facilities $ 375,000 
Funds construction and capital maintenance of city 

buildings. 

Pavement Management $ 1,000,000 Funds the pavement maintenance plan. 

Parks $ 150,000 Funds park improvements and maintenance. 

Community Investment  $ 219,000 Funds projects of citywide value. 

Debt Service $ 1,002,000 
Pays for the debt service of the Cityõs outstanding 

bonds 

Total $ 8,387,000   
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CITY OF ORONO 

2750 Kelley Parkway 

Orono, MN 55356  

Phone: 952-249-4600 

  

 
 GOLF COURSE WINTER HOURS 

Friday - Sunday 

11:00am - 4:00pm 

  

Thank you to the many volun-

teers, donors and the City of 

Orono citizens for helping    

celebrate the season with the 

tree lighting event.   

Everyone in attendance was able 

to enjoy warm food and       

beverages, carolers, s'mores, 

sledding, Santa and the great 

fireworks finale.  

HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING EVENT RECAP 
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Scan to sign up for  

Orono Notifications  
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